
In November, the PA Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources’ Community Conservation 
Partnerships Program (C2P2) awarded $241,000 to 
a partnership of Sayre Borough,  Athens Borough, 
and the Valley Joint Sewer Authority. The funding 
will assist in constructing a trail along the Susque-
hanna River in Sayre and Athens; it comprises a 
portion of the $321,940 total project cost.  Secur-
ing funding was truly a partnership as Bradford 
County, Sayre Borough, Athens Borough, Civil and 
Environmental Consultants, and Todd Babcock, 
PLS, all committed either cash funds or in-kind 
services to provide the match needed for the 
grant and assist in completing this project. 
NTRPDC assisted the boroughs in project planning 
and grant application preparation. 
   Futurescapes, a local nonprofit that has spear-
headed this effort, brought together Sayre and 
Athens as well as other key organizations to ad-
dress riverfront recreation. The Diahoga Trail, as it 
will be known, is planned to connect the Athens 
Bridge to the Hayden Street/Higgins Avenue plat-
eau in Sayre.  The vision for the trail is to ultimate-
ly extend it northward beyond the Hayden Street/
Higgins Avenue access point.   
   When complete, the trail will connect multiple 
other trails and area parks and provide a safe way 
for residents and visitors to view the river and en-
joy outdoor recreation. Many residents already 
walk near or along the river, but do so either on 
the road by the Athens Bridge or by creating their 
own path through the woods.   

Partners include:  
Futurescapes; Susquehanna Greenway Partnership; Bradford County Conservation District; End-
less Mountains Heritage Region; Todd Babcock, PLS; Civil and Environmental Consultants; 
NTRPDC; Athens Borough; Sayre Borough; and the Valley Joint Sewer Authority. 

Sayre and Athens Awarded Funds for Trail Development 
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QuickBooks and Internet Security Training 

30 municipal employees received software training. 

In November 2014, NTRPDC 
offered two no-cost computer 
trainings to municipal employ-
ees.  On November 7, 
NTRPDC’s Jeff Field, along with 
Donna Yale, Penn State’s 
Pennsylvania Technical Assis-
tance Program (PennTAP) 
team lead, taught 14 munici-
pal employees how to use in-
ternet security and computer 
backup software.  The second 
training, held on November 

14, brought together 16 mu-
nicipal employees to learn 
QuickBooks 2014 software.  
Diana Patton, Certified Quick-
Books ProAdvisor 
from DDQB Solu-
tions, provided the 
training and an-
swered questions.  
For inquiries about 
upcoming trainings, 
please contact Jeff 
Field, NTRPDC Infor-

mation Technology Program 
Manager, at 
field@northerntier.org or  
570-265-1541.  

NTRPDC update 

Health Career Fair Held at Wellsboro High School 

Local students learned about a wide array of health care occupations. 

On November 13, 2014, ap-
proximately 110 high school 
students from Tioga County 
attended a Health Career Fair. 
They learned about many 
health careers that offer re-
warding benefits such as com-
petitive pay and opportunity 
for advancement.  This annual 
event was created to generate 
interest among area youth in 
pursuing a health care career.   

The students participated 
in a variety of hands-on activi-
ties as they circulated among 

stations with differ-
ent health care pro-
fessionals and train-
ing providers.  They 
were able to speak 
directly with profes-
sionals in various 
health fields to gain 
a better understand-
ing of the training 

needs for specific careers, as 
well as available employment 
opportunities.  More than two 
dozen health careers were 
highlighted at the fair.   

Sponsors included the Tio-
ga County Development Cor-
poration, Northern Tier Work-
force Investment Board, the 
Northeast Regional Health 
Care Industry Partnership, 
Northern Tier Industry and 
Education Consortium, PA 
CareerLink®, C&N Bank, Penn-
sylvania College of Technolo-

gy, and Tioga County Partner-
ship for Community Health.                   

Transportation costs were 
funded through the Northeast 
Regional Health Care Industry 
Partnership. The partnership 
also provided a Career Explo-
ration Guide highlighting 
health occupations and train-
ing opportunities in our re-
gion.  In addition, the students 
received current health care 
employment information for 
the Northern Tier through a 
Health Care Fast Facts Sheet 
developed for the event by 
the Northern Tier Workforce 
Investment Board.   

For more information on 
the Health Career Fair or other 
health career activities, con-
tact Sherry Felten, NTRPDC 
Workforce Program Manager, 
at 888-868-8800 or  
felten@northerntier.org. 
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2.75% interest rate offered for eligible projects. 

The NTRPDC Loan Program 
announces available low-
interest capital for Northern 
Tier businesses. Eligible uses of 
funds include: land acquisition, 
building costs, site prepara-
tion, working capital, and ma-
chinery and equipment.  Funds 
cannot be used for refinancing 
existing debt, speculating any 
property (real estate or per-
sonal property), related party 
transactions, relocation of jobs 
from one market to another,  
or for projects that lack 
demonstrated job creation or 
retention. 

The interest rate for all 
NTRPDC lending programs is 

2.75%. The loan term varies 
depending on the require-
ments of the funding source, 
along with the use of funds. 
The maximum loan amount 
varies depending on the 
source of funds, the total 
amount required, and the em-
ployment opportunities asso-
ciated with the project. Public 
funds typically finance up to 
50% of the eligible project 
cost. Bank participation and 
owner cash equity is required 
in most cases.  In addition to 
an application, interested busi-
nesses must provide annual 
financial statements/income 
tax returns, projected financial 

statements, commitment let-
ters from all sources of fund-
ing, personal financial state-
ments from all principal guar-
antors, resumes of key person-
nel, and a business plan (if the 
company is less than three 
years old).  The Small Business 
Development Center (SBDC) 
can assist with business plan-
ning for interested and start-
up businesses. 

NTRPDC has been lending 
since the 1980s, using numer-
ous funding sources to assist 
both start-up enterprises and 
established for-profit business-
es, with the goal of stimulating 
business expansion and em-

Loan Closings  
NTRPDC closed a $100,000 
loan in November 2014 to 
Cummings Veneer Products, 
Inc. (Troy). The funding is part 
of a $565,000 total project 
cost to purchase equipment 
to continue production of 
veneer products and provide 
opportunity for future 
growth. 

NTRPDC update 

Loan Program Funding Available 

continued on page 4 

Four projects received funding 
awards in 2014 through the 
Federal Highway Administra-
tion’s (FHWA’s) Transportation 
Alternatives Program (TAP), 
administered by the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Transpor-
tation (PennDOT): 
D&H Rail Trail was awarded 

$1,000,000 to construct  
7 miles of a 70-mile rail-trail 
in Herrick and Ararat Town-
ships (Susquehanna Coun-
ty).  The project includes 
drainage improvements, 
grading, surfacing, access 
control, and signage. 

Montrose Borough South 
Main Street Streetscape Pro-

ject received $189,000 to 
assist in replacing sidewalks 
along South Main Street 
(Susquehanna County). 

 The Trolley Trail, sponsored 
by Keystone College in Wyo-
ming County, received 
$755,903.  Keystone College 
will construct the 1.2-mile  
non-motorized community-
use pedestrian and bike trail. 
It will connect high-use 
community recreational and 
educational facilities in  
La Plume and Factoryville. 

Nicholson Tourism Center at 
the Historic Delaware, Lacka-
wanna, and Western (DL&W) 
Railroad Station in Wyoming 

County received $821,276 to 
revitalize the region by at-
tracting tourists to the reha-
bilitated station; the 
Tunkhannock Viaduct (the 
Nicholson Bridge), Nichol-
son, Wyoming County; and 
the Endless Mountains. 

Each year, NTRPDC, the 
region’s Rural Planning Organ-
ization (RPO), works with area 
stakeholders and planning 
professionals on the Northern 
Tier Rural Transportation Advi-
sory Committee (RTAC) to pri-
oritize and submit projects to 
PennDOT’s TAP for potential 
funding.  

 FHWA dollars will help enhance the Northern Tier. 

PennDOT Awards Funding to Four Projects 
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ployment in our five-county 
region. NTRPDC works with 
local banks and other eco-
nomic development lending 
organizations to help busi-
nesses acquire the necessary 
funding for their projects. This 

partnership minimizes the risk 
for individual banks and ena-
bles financing of larger pro-
jects. 

For an application or for 
more information on how we 
can help your business suc-

ceed, contact Stacey Urban, 
NTRPDC Loan Program Man-
ager, at 570-265-1510 or  
urban@northerntier.org.   
Information on our lending 
programs is also available  at 
www.northerntier.org. 

Business Opportunities Around the World 

Assistance is available to expand local enterprises. 

The Pennsylvania Department 
of Community and Economic 
Development (DCED) Office of 
International Businesses De-
velopment (OIBD) has an-
nounced two trade missions 
and trade shows scheduled 
for May 2015.  The Seoul Food 
Exhibition, for food products 
businesses, will be held from 
May 12-15, 2015, in Seoul, 
South Korea.  Additionally, the 
Medical Fair Brno/Rehaprotex/
InDent Walk-About is sched-
uled for health care business-
es from May 12-16, 2015, in 
Brno, Czech Republic.   

The Pennsylvania OIBD’s 
Global Access Program (GAP) 
funding is available and 
awarded businesses will be 
reimbursed up to $3,500 in 
eligible expenses associated 
with an international business 
development trip. This pro-
gram is funded in part 
through a grant from the U.S. 
Small Business Administra-
tion.  

Qualifying activities in-
clude:  
Overseas trade mission  

participation 
Overseas trade show  

participation 
 Foreign market sales trip 
 Subscription to U.S.  

Department of Commerce  
services 

Businesses interested in 
either trade show or GAP 
funding should contact Cyn-
thia Traore at 
traore@northerntier.org or 
570-265-1534.  

GAP grant applications 
should be submitted at least 
three weeks prior to the  
activity for which funding is 
requested.   

Loans, continued from page 3 

Recognizing Business Impact in the Northern Tier 

Third annual Governor’s Impact Awards competition announced. 

The Governor’s Impact Awards 
will continue under the Wolf 
Administration, with a 2015 
competition set to recognize 
Pennsylvania companies for 
their hard work, dedication, 
and impact in the local com-
munity, the state of Pennsyl-
vania, or the global market.  
Companies can nominate 
themselves or be nominated 
by the Northern Tier Partners 

for Regional Economic Perfor-
mance (PREP) for impact in 
one or more of the following 
categories: 
 Jobs First 
 Community Impact 
 Small Business Impact 
 Entrepreneur Impact 
 Export Impact 

Up to five Northern Tier 
companies can be nominated 

in each category.  Judges will 
choose a finalist from each 
region in each category and 
all nominees will enjoy a Gov-
ernor’s Luncheon where the 
winners will be announced.   

For more details on the 
Impact Awards or to nominate 
a company, please contact 
Kim Barnes at 570-265-1542 or 
barnes@northerntier.org. 


